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15m 
Southern Fiddler Ray 
(Least Concern)

325m 
Sydney Skate 
(Vulnerable)

400m 
Eastern Angel Shark 
(Vulnerable)

500m 
Whitefin Swellshark 
(Critically Endangered)

1,300m 
Greeneye Spurdog 
(Endangered)
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Australia is a global shark  
and ray “hotspot” with around  

one-quarter of the world’s shark 
and ray species calling our waters 

home. A total of 322 species are 
found in Australian waters, half of 

which are endemic – that is, they’re 
found nowhere else in the world1.

The biggest threat to our endemic 
Aussie sharks and rays is trawling 
on or near the sea floor, sweeping 

them up in giant scoop nets. 
Another big threat are longlines that 

have hundreds or thousands of 
baited hooks stretching out for more 

than a kilometer on or near  
the seafloor.

Fortunately, Australia is one of the 
few countries in the world best 

equipped to protect and save our 
threatened species – but only if we 

act now. 

So how can we save our true-blue 
Aussie sharks and rays? Become a 
Shark Champion today and speak 

for those who cant!

sharkchampions.org.au/aussies

amcs.org.au

1. Last PR, Stevens JD (2009) ‘Sharks and Rays 
of Australia.’ CSIRO Publishing: Australia.
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